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I DO: WEDDING INSURANCE EXPANDS AS NUPTIALS G CIER SoMemas A-

IF YOU GO

What: “Don Giovaniin® by Mozart

Performers Tude students from the University
of Louisv S<hool of Music and Poland's
Karol Szymanowski Academy of Music

When: 8 p.m. Friday and 2 p.m Sunday
Where: Brown Theatre, 315 W Broadway

Cost: $20, $10 for students

Information: (502) 584.7777,

weew kentuckycenter org and

loutsville eduimusiclevents.

P BACKSTAGE VIEW

See a video about how “Don Giovann™
sas produced and learn more from the

directors of the University of Louksville'’s

opera program

Polish opera " | : "‘1 |
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t all started with messages from a stranger
An American with links to Poland contacted Mike Tracy with con-
cerns about a Polish saxophone student in the Karol Szymanowski

Academy of Music in the southwestern city of Katowice, less than 200
miles from Warsaw,
“He was disappointed because her school didn’t encourage her to
study jazz when she was a classical major,” said Tracy, director of
) the jazz studies program at the University of Louisville. The
student later participated in U of I's Aebersold Summer
Jazz Workshop
But the callalso led ‘Tracy to research the school and
discover its reputableclassical and Jazs prograins. So- -
he proposed a visit to Poland to U of L music school
associate dean Naomi Oliphant
Ohphant said she was hesitant, but then agreed
to make the journey in April 2003.
“We had no idea when it started it
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Top left, Emily Howes and Jacek Pacholski perform during a rehearsal of “Don Glovanni” at the University of Louisville Sdlool of Music. Kimcherie Lloyd, top right, conducts. The large
phatosiww: the Karol Szymanowski Academy of Music in Katowice, Poland. REHEARSAL PROTOS Y MICHALL CLEVENGERTHE COURIER
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would grow to be such a
fruitful exchange,” she
said last week.

During a November
2003 trip to Poland that
included more faculty
members, the two music
schools signed an offi-
cial letter of agreement
to collaborate in their
Various programs.

These days, Tracy
can't even remember
the name of the man
who called on him more
than a decade ago.
ot i

0ols have participat-
ed in exchanges involv-
ing 31 faculty, 86 stu-
dents and eight others,
including staff and do-
nors to the school. Fac-
ulty members have

been part of stints over-
seas at their partner
school, and both groups
Ve given concerts and
er performances.

have a music thera-

program. But later,
of the academy's

p layearsmdym
e. She went back to

ow leading the music
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*You need to be super
sensitive to your d
ics,” said Kim

berﬁmeametotina
When Polish
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Faculty and staff from the University of Louisville School of Music and the Karol
Szymanowski Academy of Music gather in 2003. COURTESY U OF L 504008 OF MUSK.

who spent the fall in

“This is much bigger
than any operas I've
done in the pastand a

leap from an
'd done before," s!
said, adding that it was
her first time traveling
outside the United
States.

“The Polish students
are often older than
their American counter-

director of U of L's
eraprogram. He is
opera’s stage director,
fight director, choreog-
rapl;er and costume and
set emgncr
This production of

“Don Giovanni” isn't the
first collaborative opera
production for Ramach
or his colleagues. In
2007, the schools teamed
up to gmduce Mozart's

iage of Figa-

pueeuloc

Ramach, who in the
1980s oversaw interna-
tional tours for Opera
Theatre of Saint Louis,
said the logistics in-
volved not only set and
costume design but
securing the needed
insurance, visas and
customs clearances.

“The logistics were
kincr.givenﬂulthe
classical opera has the
most moving parts of
anything we've done,”
he said. Both produc-
tions took nearly two
years to get off the
ground.

‘l‘he(geiffmmbe-
tween the two programs
andculmruhavealso
presented the most
glommuul‘ormu

e said he has seen
students learn how their
commonmuswal

Ibhstudems who come

surprised that the lan-

L student, especially if
guagc barrier wasn'tan

the visit is just for two
or three weeks,” she
“We were all so famil-  said, adding that the

iar with the score that Polmcadcmy makes
we could point and use ¢ efforts.
facial expressions to Many of the acad-

emy’s students have

come to Louisville to

earn post-graduate de-
. They also have a

communicate,” she said.
Oliphant said stu-
dents from many differ-
ent programs in the
music school have had
similar experiences —
ones that she thinks are

ition who graduated
rom the academy be-
fore the schools began
working together.

important in the modern
world.

“I'think we live in an Oliphant said she
international culture likes not only to look
and so many students back on what the rela-
from Kentucky have not  tionship between the

been beyond the re-
gion,” she said. “Some-
times, it’s the first time

they've had to geta Theoo e
passport.” -4 in another
She added that the years, this will still be
opera have  going on and that there
given the American are more opportunities
students the opportunity  for both their students
tosxnngumpean to come here for a sec-

ond degree and for our
W!nlethedeced& students to do the same
long p be-

two schools has accom-
plished but also to think
about what else can
flourish.

aculty member in com-

partnershi there,” she said.
tween both schools has

included so many pro- Reporter Elizabeth Kramer
grams and other facets  con be reached at (502)
of egch school, Oliphant  $82-4682. Follow her on
du otl.'ummc
| doesn't carve out

er ot Garts_bureau. v

codh yelTsstond;the Wh ;
year.

two schools meet nearly
every 18 months to plot
out future collabora-
tions and begin looking
at the costs.

“If we see a good
project, the dean finds
additional funding to
Sup) it,” Oliphant

T g
try to do som
different and give dif-
ferent peopleﬂnoppor

m‘y‘og:ulhedean

allocates some money

for projects from the

music school's budget,

but he and others

solicit donors for contri-

butions. Sometimes

students earn schol-

arship money to support

their studies ab)

And both schools also

look within the ranks of

their own faculty and

students to save money.
“Usually for the Pol-

here, we try to see if f
they can live withaUof




